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Extreme record.News The Center for Innovative Public Health Research (CIPHR) at DCU in
collaboration with the Health Service Executive has developed and published guidelines for
the monitoring of hospital-acquired infections, which were launched at the launch of the new
National Surveillance and Antimicrobial Resistance Strategy for Ireland, which is published
today. The guidelines detail how hospitals can use information to quickly track, detect and
respond to trends in the spread of infections. This will help patients as well as nurses, doctors
and managers by providing a single point of access to quality data. In a nutshell The guidelines
recommend the following measures for hospitals to protect patients from hospital-acquired
infections. These measures should be part of a hospital’s infection control plan, and as a
minimum should be included in any quality plan: risk assessments daily ward rounds clinical
audits evidence-based infection control best practice, such as handwashing and transmission-
based precautions regular maintenance of equipment monitoring of infections, and related
adverse events Participants at the launch event included James Crumlin, CEO of the Health
Service Executive (HSE), Dr Michael O’Mara, Chief Executive of DCU, Dr Billy Sheahan,
Director of the DCU CIPHR, Dermot Costello, CEO of the National Centre for Hospital
Acute Care, and Dermot McLaughlin, the Librarian and Information Services at DCU. The
guidelines can be downloaded from the CIPHR website www.ciphr.ie or accessed as a PDF
document from the NCHRC. The launch of the new strategy was followed by the launch of
the new National Surveillance and Antimicrobial Resistance Strategy for Ireland which will
be implemented in all acute hospital settings. The NCHRC is responsible for this strategy.
The publication marks the launch of a unique
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