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good timing, you know you deserve it, mister d.“I'm just a girl with her head in the clouds, dreaming about how I'm
going to make things better.” These are the words of a young 18-year-old with a thirst for change who witnessed and
participated in violent clashes against the Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL) in the past few months. She is no different
from thousands of other young Native women like her, many of whom are now fighting to get their voices heard. The
impetus for change has come from a renewed interest in the rights of Native people, stoked by the Dakota Access
protests. Those who have fought for justice face oppression from a state government that has long, and continues to,
view Native people with suspicion and disdain. Their resistance to a pipeline has brought to the surface the many ills that
have persisted for far too long in our communities. This is a pivotal moment in the long road to reconciliation, when we
must come together as a people to overcome our shameful past and seize a brighter future. As more information
continues to come to light about the violent clashes, the news goes from bad to worse. What started as an innocent protest
turned into a bloodbath. The militarization of the police force, perpetrated in part by the police chiefs of Morton County,
Minn., has been nothing short of a coup. The recent arrest of six Standing Rock Sioux men is one of many dark
moments. These are young people who were peacefully exercising their constitutional right to free speech and protest,
and they were arrested for protected activity. It’s hard to imagine that the truth will bring justice to people who were
peacefully protesting. It is no surprise that Morton County, Minn., has been under the constant police guard. Remember
the City of St. Paul, Minn.? It was under siege for months while activists from Standing Rock moved heaven and earth to
stop construction of a pipeline through their land. How can any of us forget that? The level of non-violent direct action
and protest committed by our young people has been nothing short of brave and inspiring. With all the bloodshed and the
daily showdowns between
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