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vaccine efficacy and of increasing incidence of herpes zoster (HZ) after vaccination raise concerns about possible adverse effects of a live-attenuated varicella virus vaccine on HZ. The risk for HZ after varicella vaccination has been investigated in a few studies. However, the effect of vaccination on the occurrence of HZ has not been systematically investigated. From 2000 to 2006, a Swiss
prospective cohort study was conducted among adolescents (15-18 years of age) that received two doses of varicella vaccine (VARIVAX®) in 1999 or 2000. The study included 6268 subjects who did not receive the full dose of varicella vaccine (n=5492) or had a vaccination status unknown (n=772). To evaluate the effect of vaccination on the occurrence of HZ, a Poisson regression analysis was
used with adjustment for age, sex, ethnicity, time of enrollment, study center, and indication for vaccination. Comparing the risk of HZ in vaccinated subjects versus unvaccinated subjects, the incidence rate ratio was 0.43 (95% confidence interval [CI]: 0.33-0.58, Pg; curLine->outline = NULL; } } void CairoQuartzQuadFunctions(CairoQuartzContext *cr, unsigned int *n_points, double *x_
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