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party at the Serpentine Pavilion, floated on the edge of the lake. The sun filtered through the trees. I had to move quickly. I’d
been outmanoeuvred. It was a mistake. It’s a mistake I made often at this time. I had been very busy, though. I was writing my
dissertation. I was working as a junior university lecturer. I was travelling to England often. I was asking questions, trying to

understand what it meant to be English. You’re not going to believe this, but I was also playing a lot of tennis. I was a semi-pro,
and I played a variety of matches, in a variety of venues. It was in one of these matches that I was outmanoeuvred. I’d played
this opponent in the US before. He was everything you wanted in an opponent: tall, good-looking, long-legged, impetuous. I

knew this would be a challenge, even though he had come to ask me to come and play doubles in the English Open, the world
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professional tennis championship. It was in the top five tournaments of the year. I was a semi-pro in 3da54e8ca3
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